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doing ceremonially purer work he could not wear a
leather strap: therefore the gold chain.  You may
go one step further and ask why the cook needed
a watch on his wrist.    The answer is clear: he
wstnted the world to know that he was well-to-do.
To supply other needs to the Subedar also the
cook became the mediator.    I am not sure that
this  particular  officer  had  been given to much
dalliance with the fair sex before this rogue came
to him.    But after this man came  it became a
routine.    The  responsibility for  it all  was the
cook's.    The Subedar had only the joy.    Under
such circumstances why should he reject the good
fortune that came his way ?   But a little later the
cook began to serve his master after Shabari's
manner of serving fruits to Rama.    You do not
understand what I mean, sir ? You know Shabari
first tasted the fruits she gave Rama.    Our great
cook provided joy to his master after the same
fashion.   The Subedar discovered this after some
time but what was it that he could do ? He sub-
mitted to the inevitable, and so, sir, when some
time had passed it was well understood in all the
taluk  that, as the Subedar was the master of the
taluk, so the cook was the master of the Subedar.
As things  went  on  in  this  manner this fello\v
got a disease somewhere or other and had to lie
in bed,   The Subedar's household was not a